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This is Pastor James Shank. 

 Jesus said the two greatest commandments were to love God and love others (Matt. 

22.34-40). During these confusing times, I have personally been in prayer with our Father about 

the current COVID situation and how we can best show the love of Christ to those in our church 

and community. To wear masks or not wear masks, that is the question. To meet in-person or not 

to meet in-person, that is the question. To love or not to love is a stupid question. The answer 

will always be to love. So, the question becomes, “What is the best way to love in our current 

situation?” I admittedly have been just as guilty of not being consistent with wearing a mask or 

being socially aware. For that I am sorry, please forgive me. But, if we are to move forward, in 

the love of Christ, we must take appropriate action and respond to the current pandemic and time 

we are living in. 

 Peter said, “Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even 

if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 

troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your 

good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that 

should be God’s will, than for doing evil” (1 Peter 3.14-17, ESV). 

 What harm are we doing by doing good, by showing love? None. Jesus was always about 

other people and putting their needs above His. This is what He has called us to do. We can show 

that same love and share our faith with gentleness and respect, not divisiveness.  

Paul said, “Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort provided by 

love, any fellowship in the Spirit, any affection or mercy, complete my joy and be of the same 

mind, by having the same love, being united in spirit, and having one purpose. Instead of being 

motivated by selfish ambition or vanity, each of you should, in humility, be moved to treat one 

another as more important than yourself. Each of you should be concerned not only about your 

own interests, but about the interests of others as well. You should have the same attitude toward 

one another that Christ Jesus had” (Philippians 2.1-5, NET). 

I am ready put others before myself, are you? 

 With the above mentioned considered, ROOTED will be postponed until we feel it is safe 

and appropriate to resume. Most of our leaders work in the education and medical field and they 

are doing the best they can, while trying to be safe. Some of our students cannot come to youth 

group because of medical needs or their parents are on the frontlines. We want to be inclusive 

and show love to them, this will be done by making some changes. For now, there will be 

precautions in place, per recommendations of the State, when we do resume. We will be having a 

live stream, through FB, where students can ask questions and engage with the learning. At the 

discretion of each leader, they may meet with their small group, with 10 or less. They can meet 

over ZOOM or in-person and be within the recommended guidelines. 
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 The best testimony for the cause of Christ, during this time, is to show love to those in 

our community, regardless of our or their opinion. If the community sees our youth group as 

helping the COVID situation, then they may see our love in this. If they see us being obstinate 

and rebellious, how can that ever point people to Christ? 

 If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Blessings, 

James  

 


